
GMS SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT COUNCIL 
January 15, 2019 

Meeting Minutes 
Attendees: Crystal Henson, Don Baus, Jennie Simons, Brooke Matthews, Will Wilson, Tabitha 
Hattabaugh, Erica Roberts, Jacquelyn Kunkelman and Sheri Farrell  
 
 
Meeting called to order at 5:35pm. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS DOCUMENT:   

 We reviewed the communications document and confirmed the following: Ms Sanders 
with input from SIC are responsible for monthly GMS newsletter, Ms Simons handles 
email and phone announcements; and Tabitha Hattabaugh is working to finalize the 
Facebook page and will update it about twice a week. 

 Ms Hattabaugh shared that she is basically having to develop a new Fbook page from 
scratch but that she is almost done.  It takes 14 days for the unpublished/old 
information to disappear and has only been able to communicate with Fbook via online 
help. 

 We discussed that Verizon users will no longer receive Remind text notifications 
beginning Jan 28th so they must use the app. 

 No changes to goals identified on this document. 

 Engagement, 2nd event – Mr Wilson expressed an interest in holding an evening 
gathering with 8th grade parents to answer any questions they might have.  He also 
shared that he/they learned at the Pastries event that parents asked questions that 
GMS Administration couldn’t or should not necessarily answer as they were questions 
that should be answered by high school Admin. 

 Erica asked what do you expect parents to know?  Communicate, power school and 
what counts towards GPA and college future. 

 Mr Wilson wo share that 8th grade isn’t meant to be mean to students but it is to 
prepare them for high school; as students get older, the expectations of students gets 
higher  He also shared that the survey’s completed during the Pastries event were all 
across the board but most were around GMS, some questions were high school related. 
The survey also showed that the majority of preferred communication methods had 
social media at the bottom of information flow but Fbook was as the top of the social 
media list, thus Ms Hattabugh working on a new GMS Fbook page. 

 Ms Hattabugh requested that on the 8th grade night invitation to include an option 
whereby parents can send in questions to be asked/answered that night during the 
event.  We agreed that the event needs to be held in February, the 28th was decided. 

 We should make parents aware of the Blended Learning application and also that 
students and parents should know if they enter into the early college program, which is 
work intense and they go over the summer too. 

 Rising 6th grade night is March 7th.  It is a very busy night and students are broken into 2 
groups by alphabet.  Currently, each 6th grade teacher takes a group of students and 



parents to their classroom and goes over the expectations of a 6th grader.  Parents do 
have a short opportunity to ask questions.  We discussed at length that this night should 
be fun as well as informative.  Possibly have the SIC Chairs and PTSA President speak 
during this meeting about their programs and volunteer opportunities. We discussed 
hearing from current students and parents.  Let the kids speak to the parents and we all 
liked that idea.  Perhaps bring in fine arts to play, see and maybe tryout.  Crystal is going 
to speak with Mr Golden to see if he can help develop a “video commercial” to show 
during this evening.  Everyone liked this idea. 

 April 9th is rising 9th grade night at the high schools.  
 
SCHOOL REPORT CARD: 

 Mr Wilson said this is a complicated document based on several components and that 
middle school growth is a big part of it (growth in students not growth in student body 
population).  GMS overall score was 1 or 2 points from Good.  Some areas GMS was not 
scored for whatever reason.  GMS is highest ranking middle school in DD2 but there’s 1 
other school that has a better report card than GMS.  The State Dept is looking back at 
elementary and middle schools because of some odd scoring.  Mr Wilson is still working 
to understand some of the formulas and calculations but it isn’t clean.  Anyone can view 
the report card online and there is a legend that explains each section.  We can brag all 
we want about achievements but we have some work to do still in the growth area. 

 Erica shared that the Post and Courier spent months reviewing the entire state of SC 
education system.  Most of the issues uncovered did not really pertain to GMS as they 
were mostly in rural schools-racial issues, how schools get funded, etc. 

   
OTHER: 

 Sheri will work with Kelly to get the GMS SIC yahoo email account turned over to Erica 
and Don. 

 Meeting adjourned at 6:39pm. 

 Remaining meetings are 2/19, 3/19, 4/9 and 5/7. 


